Of 1,510 sputum samples examined from 1,016 patients with bronchopulmonary disorders, Nocardia asteroids was isolated from 67 samples by paraffin baiting, as compared with only 30 isolations by the conventional technique of culturing on Sabouraud dextrose agar. This higher efficacy of the paraffin bait technique was found to be statistically significant (P < 0.001).
It is well known that Nocardia asteroides, the principal etiologic agent of nocardiosis, can be readily isolated from soil by a simple technique of paraffin baiting introduced in 1936 by Gordon and Hagan and further developed in 1960 by McClung (6, 10, 11, 13) . Paraffin baiting was successfully applied to clinical specimens by Mishra and Randhawa (15) , who demonstrated that it was significantly more efficacious than the conventional culture technique for isolation of N. asteroides from sputum. These observations were extended and confirmed by Mishra et al. and other investigators (9, 12, 16, 18, 20, 21 
